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T H E  C A P I T A L  C A M P A I G N 

R E P O R T

Letter from the President 

Let me begin by saying Thank You:

• To our parents and riders for the belief in our 
mission and trust you place in our 
organization, 

• To our volunteers for your tireless effort, 
enthusiasm and commitment that permits 
our riders to enter the ring, 

• And most importantly, to our donors for your 
generous support that has enabled us all to 
realize a dream.  

The construction of the Harold and Kay 
Peplau Therapeutic Riding Center is 

complete.  The Capital Campaign to build this 
extraordinary facility not only met but 
exceeded its fundraising goal of $2.07 million 
dollars.  We have moved in and winter classes 
have commenced. This special issue of the 
TRI Newsletter is a celebration of all we have 
achieved.

The Inevitable Dream

“So many of our dreams at first seem 
impossible, then they seem improbable, when 
we summon the will, they soon become 
inevitable.”  Christopher Reeve.

Therapeutic Riding, Inc. grew steadily from 
inception in 1984 to accommodate 33 riders in 
1997.  The generosity of Domino Farms 
allowed us to expand rapidly to full capacity of  
100 riders from 1997 to 2001.  But the wait list 
continued to grow as well.  With no 
opportunity to expand at our Joy Road facility, 
TRI was forced to inform over 100 potential 
riders that they would have to wait two to three 
years at a minimum for an opportunity to 
participate in the program.

After considering all options, the Board of TRI 
determined that it would not be possible to 
enhance our existing facility or expand without 
jeopardizing the existing program and 
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resolved to continue to provide the best 
possible program in the context of our limited 
resources.  This all changed with the 
generous community support for operating 
funds from 2001 to 2005 including over 
$100,000 in gifts from Harold and Kay 
Peplau to provide sound financial footing for 
our existing program and culminated in an 
unsolicited extraordinary pledge of 
$1,000,000 from the Peplaus for the 
construction of a new barn and arena.  Thus 
began the next stage of the dream: refining 
the vision and plotting a path towards 
success.

With the initial pledge from the Peplaus in 
hand, the search for land began.  It 
culminated 18 months later, when a 

partnership between the Lloyd and Mabel 
Johnson Foundation, The Legacy Land 
Conservancy and Therapeutic Riding, Inc., 
was forged. With the establishment of a 
conservation easement to protect the land in 
perpetuity, TRI purchased 46 acres in 
Pittsfield Township at a fraction of its market 
value.

Fundraising continued as the site plans and 
blueprints were drafted and work commenced 
with the Pittsfield Township Board of 
Review to obtain the necessary code 
approvals.  With a total projected cost of 

$2.07 million dollars, we continued to work 
towards raising the balance of the funds.  To 
help us cross the finish line, the Lloyd and 
Mabel Johnson Foundation came forward 
again with a remarkable offer.  The Johnson 
Foundation matched every dollar we raised 
up to $250,000, from January 1 though 
November 30, 2010.  This challenge helped 
TRI complete the fundraising campaign.   
Over $500,000 was raised from a group of 
donors who also wanted to make our dreams 
come true.  

On May 25th, we broke ground and started 
construction with the oversight of our board 
member extraordinaire- Jake Haas- and our 
partners E. T. Mackenzie Company (site 
development) and Century Construction 
(building of main barn and hay barn).  We 
began looking for a partner to help us with the 
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Harold and Kay Peplau join the Board of TRI 
for the The Groundbreaking Ceremony

The Caretakers House

Joel Greenisen and Fable arriving at the barn
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caretakerʼs house.  Washtenaw Community 
College came forward with the offer to donate 
a house built by its construction program.  All 
we had to do was move it from their parking 
lot to Morgan Road and finish the interior of 
the house.  Hence another unique partnership 
was forged. Cristy Lindemann, a WCC 
faculty member and her building program 
students assisted volunteers Bruce 
Robinson, John Hicks, Mark Thompson 
and Mike Hommel as they donated hundreds 
of hours transforming a shell of a house into a 
home.     

On December 10, 2010, construction was 
complete and the Harold and Kay Peplau 
Therapeutic Riding Center was officially 
dedicated to honor our lead benefactors and 
their generous gifts.

On December 20th, another of TRIʼs long time 
friends and supporters, Joel Greenisen, 
arrived at Joy Road with his trailer and helped 
us move our precious cargo of horses to 
Morgan Road.  The trailer traveled down our 
driveway- Greenisen Way- named not only for 
his extremely generous gift to the Capital 
Campaign but also in recognition of all Joel 
and his late wife Carol have done for the 
program throughout the years.   This was 
followed by countless volunteer hours to 
move all our equipment to our new home.  

After a month of settling in and familiarizing 
themselves with their new surroundings, the 
horses declared they were ready.  Finally, on 
January 31st, 2011, our first riders took to the 
ring.  As we stood by on that chilly Michigan 
day, warmed by the radiant heat from the 
arena, gazing at the smiles of joy on our 
studentsʼ faces, the words of Christopher 
Reeve reminded us that nothing is 
impossible.

A dream that was initially daunting has 
become reality due to the generous support of 
so many who shared the same dream.  

Thank you, one and all,

Jody Glancy Scott

Join us March 27th, 2011,
11AM - 4PM for our

 
Open House!

Explore our marvelous facility, view 
demonstrations and discover the 

magic on Morgan Road.

Harold and Kay Peplau cutting the ribbon
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Our last class on Joy Road

Our first two riders on Morgan Road- Michelle Ellswood on Fable (left) and Emma Lukas on Sigbjorn (right)
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Our Capital Campaign Donors

$1,000,000
Harold and Kay Peplau

$250,000
The Lloyd and Mabel Johnson Foundation

$200,000
Joel Greenisen – Greenisen Haflingers

$50,000 – $70,000
Anonymous
The Buhr Foundation
Judy and Steve Dobson
The Estate of Beth Smiley

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
The David A Brandon Foundation
The Gardner-Pokempner Charitable Fund
Steven and Sheila Hamp
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Holmes
Timothy Patton 
The Speckhard-Knight Charitable Foundation
The Harry A. and Margaret D. Towsley 
 Foundation
Timothy and Laurie Wadhams

$10,000 - $24,999
Wayne and Debbie Broich
Molly Dobson 
The Glancy Foundation, Inc. 
The James A. and Faith Knight Foundation
THE MOSAIC FOUNDATION  (of R. & P. 
 Heydon)
                                                     
$5,000 - $9,999
Dr. David and Martha Bloom
Michael and Suze Coghlan
Peter and Patty Fink
Ruth Glancy
Mike and Judith Hommel
Larry and Judy Macklem
Janet Moore – Free to Speak Inc. Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Robinson
Ruth Schekter and Bill Zirinsky

                                                        
$1,000 - $4,999
Ann Arbor State Bank
Bank of Ann Arbor
Gordon Berenson
Jamie and Cheryl Buhr
Don Butcher
Dick and Barb Carlisle
Howard and Anne Cooper
John Koselka and Suzanne DeVine
Stan and Kristi Dolot
David and Jo-Anna Featherman
Janette Ferrantino
Joe and Beth Fitzsimmons
Larry and Sally Grace
Jacob and Anne Haas
Mark and Danielle Holloway
Mike and Lesa Huget
Tom and Debby McMullen
Mark and Marcia Mullen
Chuck Bultman and Adrienne Nemura
Neil and Anita Paolella
Joan Boyle and Greg Salla
Richard and Norma Sarns
B. H. Semler Family Foundation
Rusty Towers 
World Heritage Foundation- Prechter Family 

Fund

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Rick and Becky Altschuler
Dori Bilik 
Kathe Bowen
Bill and Susan Chandler
Rick and Jill Collman
Jim Bergman and Penelope Hommel
Jewell Hunter
Hylant Group
Sarah Krein
Frank and Erin Lin
Pam Graham and Basil Moucoulis
Mark and P.V. Roby
Marina Seeman
Barbara Smiley
Bill and Pam Wood
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$100 - $499
Anonymous
Fred Andes
Arbor Research Collaborative for Health
Kathy and James Ashton Miller
Linda and Bob Barry
Kathy and Rodman Bates
Tom and Jean Beyer
Ralph and Isabel Boehnke
Bill and Marti Boitos
Keith and Susan Brown
Skip and Barb Campbell
Leon and Doris Case
Rich and Suzanne Ceppos
Ken and Jeannie Colling
Sam Coomes
Dave and Cathy Cooper
William and Christine Deacon
Brian and Judith Dekker
Carolyn Dekker
Linda Digman
Connie Dimond
Patti Dobbs
Carole Dubritsky
Thomas and Joyce Durham
Dick and Ann Eidswick
Patrick Ronan and Linda Ernst
Guillermo J. Flores
Marty Gargaro
K.C. Geary
Debita Graham
Margaret Grant
Peggy Hagans
Joel and Wendy Hakken
Jeff and Jackie Hartman
Eric and Kelly Head
Ron Heames
Mark Hommel and Phoebe Leith
Mary Everista Hommel
Ralph Hommel
Richard C. Johnston – Aprill Agency, Inc.
Todd Kelley
Bill and Ettabell C. Kimbrough
Louis and Delphine Kish
Hermine R. Klingler
Gladys Knapp
Dave, Gloria and Jason Koller
Sara Kottke

$100 - $499 (Continued)
Louise Kozlowski
Laurie and Aubree Kugler
Nancy J. Moncrieff and Edward LeBaron
Lawrence and Wendy Lemke
William H. and Joanne Leoni
Margaret Lomax
Paul and Ellen Lukas
Daniel and Konstantina Lupu
Divina Moro and David Lupu
Josephine Manber
Liz Marsh
Robert and Sarah Martens
Griff and Pat McDonald
Gary Sundermann and Marilyn Mitchell
Christopher and Lynette Mollo
Ronald Moore
George and Kerry Mychaliska
Neurology, Neurodiagnostics & Pain Clinic
Ken and Joanne Pawenski
Douglas and Mariel Peck
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Platt
Jim and Finola Pommerich
Kurt and Amy Rigg
Bob and Brenda Romig-Fox
Dr. Melvyn and Diane Rubenfire
David and Joan Scott
Joe and Caren Shoemaker
David and Christine Smith
Rev. Dr. Ruth Strang
Edward and Natalie Surovell
Jerry and Carole Sweet
Jon and Vicki Sweet
William Sweet
Louise Taylor
David and Karen Ufer
Stephen and Paula Verhoff
Jeffery and Kaley Werthammer
Robert and Marina Whitman
Russ and Katie Woolery
Joe and Michelle Zdanowski

$10 - $99
Anonymous
Christine Alexander
John and Bev Alexander
Carrie Ashton
Mike and Cindy Atler
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$10 - $99 (Continued)
Kitty Burkhart
Amy Butala
Brent and Valerie Carey
Mitchell Choly
William and Debbie Costello
Barbara Jo Covert-Young
Charlie and Janet Crone
Bob and Marjorie Deacon
Aaron and Stephanie Dersnah
Don and Tish Dersnah
Mac Dobson
Paul  E. and  Margaret A. Dufault
Joe and Jan Eadie
Trudy A. Eck
Thomas and Jeanette Gaffield
Janice and Tom Guise
Janet Hale
Rick and Karen Hannah
Wilhelm and Gilda Heider
Mrs Denise A. Hostetter
Jim Dean and June Howard
Melissa Karjala
Robert Kelly
Suemarie Klimek
Jill Krause
Lisa Kurek
Steve Daut and Susan Lackey
Mary Hoffer and Dorothy McNally
Matthew and Kathryn Lents
Stephanie Linn
David Long
Greg Merriman and Jill McDonough
Barbara J. Miller
Catherine Miller
Josef and Cheryl Miller
Kevin and Patty Moore
Roberta Nerison-Low
Edwin and Karen Nicks
Mike and Judy Nold 
Jeff and Donna Omichinski
David and Karen Prueter
Ash Ragheb 
Betsy Reitbauer
Seymour and Janet Remen
Steve and Michelle Rodriguez
Sherry Hansen and Lee Rome
Mary Lee Scott

$10 - $99 (Continued)
Scott, Renee and Anna Seaman
Eugene and Jacqueline Slobodian
Joan Spangler
Tim and Pat Speir
Tom and Mary Stange
Albert Steele
Sarah Stitt
Michael and Deborah Tirico
Larry and Faye Traskos
L. J.  Ulrich
Gary and Sally Wallace
Wendy Marin-Weiner
Angela Yang

 In-Kind Donations 

Over $100,000
Jake Haas

Over $25,000
Joel Greenisen

Washtenaw Community College

Over $5,000
Airport Boulevard Associates

Over $1,000
Bancroft Painting and Decorating

DRB Carpentry
Mike Drozdowski – DIY Decals

Home Depot
Robertson Morrison, Inc.

Bill Towler

Under $1,000
Charles Borgsdorf, PC

Karl Frankena, PC
Gail Nicklowitz
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Contact Information:

3425 East Morgan Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

New phone number:
734.677.0303

Email:
therapeuticriding@earthlink.net

Website:
www.therapeuticridinginc.org
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